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Description

1630s, “a class of considerations from which probable arguments can be drawn,” singular form of
“Topics” (1560s), the name of a work by Aristotle on logical and rhetorical generalities, from Latin
Topica, from Greek Ta Topika, literally “matters concerning topoi,” “commonplaces,” neuter plural of
noun use of topikos “pertaining to a common place, of a place, local,” from topos “place” (see topos).
The meaning “matter treated in speech or writing, subject, theme” is first recorded 1720.
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"Disobedience is the true foundation of liberty. The obedient must be slaves." ~Henry David Thoreau
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"Truth has to be repeated constantly, because Error also is being preached all the time, and not just by a few, but by the multitude. In the Press and 
Encyclopaedias, in Schools and Universities, everywhere Error holds sway, feeling happy and comfortable in the knowledge of having Majority on its 

side." ~Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


