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“It is the mark of an educated mind to be able to entertain a thought without accepting it.”
~ Aristotle
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“It is the custom among those who are called ‘practical’ men to condemn any man capable
of a wide survey as a visionary: no man is thought worthy of a voice in politics unless he
ignores or does not know nine-tenths of the most important relevant facts.”
~ Lord Bertrand Russel

Interdisciplinary knowledge and research are important because:

1. Creativity often requires interdisciplinary knowledge.
2. Immigrants often make important contributions to their new field.
3. Disciplinarians often commit errors which can be best detected by people familiar with two or

more disciplines.
4. Some worthwhile topics of research fall in the interstices among the traditional disciplines.
5. Many intellectual, social, and practical problems require interdisciplinary approaches.
6. Interdisciplinary knowledge and research serve to remind us of the unity-of-knowledge ideal.
7. Interdisciplinarians enjoy greater flexibility in their research.
8. More so than narrow disciplinarians, interdisciplinarians often treat themselves to the intellectual

equivalent of traveling in new lands.
9. Interdisciplinarians may help breach communication gaps in the modern academy, thereby

helping to mobilize its enormous intellectual resources in the cause of greater social rationality
and justice.

10. By bridging fragmented disciplines, interdisciplinarians might play a role in the defense of
academic freedom. and cognitive liberty.
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The frequently-encountered wholesale dismissal of either interdisciplinary knowledge or research
reflects a profound misunderstanding of their vital contributions to scholarship, society, and individuals.
This article presents the only self-contained, comprehensive defense of interdisciplinary knowledge
and research, arguing that they are important because: 1. Creativity often requires interdisciplinary
knowledge. 2. Immigrants often make important contributions to their new field. 3. Disciplinarians often
commit errors which can be best detected by people familiar with two or more disciplines. 4. Some
worthwhile topics of research fall in the interstices among the traditional disciplines. 5. Many
intellectual, social, and practical problems require interdisciplinary approaches. 6. Interdisciplinary
knowledge and research serve to remind us of the unity-of-knowledge ideal. 7. Interdisciplinarians
enjoy greater flexibility in their research. 8. More so than narrow disciplinarians, interdisciplinarians
often treat themselves to the intellectual equivalent of traveling in new lands. 9. Interdisciplinarians may
help breach communication gaps in the modern academy, thereby helping to mobilize its enormous
intellectual resources in the cause of greater social rationality and justice. 10. By bridging fragmented
disciplines, interdisciplinarians might play a role in the defense of academic freedom. The case against
interdisciplinary knowledge and research is made up of many intrinsic drawbacks and practical
barriers. Taken together, these rewards, drawbacks, and barriers suggest a mild shift in the
contemporary world of learning towards interdisciplinary knowledge and research.
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