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D?vide et imper? – Divide and rule

Description

Divide and rule (from Latin d?vide et imper?), or divide and conquer, in politics and sociology is gaining
and maintaining power by breaking up larger concentrations of power into pieces that individually have
less power than the one implementing the strategy.

“Divide et impera” is cited as a common principle in politics by Traiano Boccalini in La bilancia politica.
The use of this technique is meant to empower the sovereign to control subjects, populations, or
factions of different interests, who collectively might be able to oppose his rule. Machiavelli identifies a
similar application to military strategy, advising in Book VI of The Art of War (L’arte della guerra): a
Captain should endeavor with every art to divide the forces of the enemy. Machiavelli advises this act
be achieved either by making him suspicious of his men in whom he trusted, or by giving him cause
that he has to separate his forces, and, because of this, become weaker.

The maxim divide et impera has been attributed to Philip II of Macedon. It was utilised by the Roman
ruler Caesar and the French emperor Napoleon (together with the maxim divide ut regnes).

Elements of this technique involve:

creating or encouraging divisions among the subjects to prevent alliances that could challenge
the sovereign
aiding and promoting those who are willing to cooperate with the sovereign
fostering distrust and enmity between local rulers
encouraging meaningless expenditures that reduce the capability for political and military
spending
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"Disobedience is the true foundation of liberty. The obedient must be slaves." ~Henry David Thoreau
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"Truth has to be repeated constantly, because Error also is being preached all the time, and not just by a few, but by the multitude. In the Press and 
Encyclopaedias, in Schools and Universities, everywhere Error holds sway, feeling happy and comfortable in the knowledge of having Majority on its 

side." ~Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


