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Description

1580s, “pertaining to cognition,” with -ive + Latin cognit-, past participle stem of cognoscere “to get to
know, recognize,” from assimilated form of com “together” (see co-) + gnoscere “to know,” from PIE
root *gno- “to know.”

Taken over by psychologists and sociologists after c. 1940. Cognitive dissonance “psychological
distress cause by holding contradictory beliefs or values” (1957) apparently was coined by U.S. social
psychologist Leon Festinger, who developed the concept. Related: Cognitively.
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"Disobedience is the true foundation of liberty. The obedient must be slaves." ~Henry David Thoreau
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"Truth has to be repeated constantly, because Error also is being preached all the time, and not just by a few, but by the multitude. In the Press and 
Encyclopaedias, in Schools and Universities, everywhere Error holds sway, feeling happy and comfortable in the knowledge of having Majority on its 

side." ~Johann Wolfgang von Goethe


