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Operation Northwoods

Description

Operation Northwoods was a proposed, and almost implemented false flag operation against the
Cuban government that originated within the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) and the Joint Chiefs
of Staff (JCS) of the United States government in 1962. The proposals called for the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) or other U.S. government operatives to commit acts of terrorism against
American civilians and military targets, blaming it on the Cuban government, and using it to justify a
war against Cuba. The plans detailed in the document included the possible assassination of Cuban
émigres, sinking boats of Cuban refugees on the high seas, hijacking planes, blowing up a U.S. ship,
and orchestrating violent terrorism in U.S. cities.[2] The proposals were rejected by John F. Kennedy.[3]
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: MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

i Subject: Justlfication for US Militarz.r Intervention

i

in Cuba (18) i 8

1. The Joint Chiefas of Staff have consldered the attached
Memoxandum £or the Chief ‘of Operations, Cuba Project, which
responds Lo avpequest of that office for briel but precise
description of pretexts which would provide justification
for US military intervention in Cuba.
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2. The .Joint Chiefs of .Staff recommend that the
proposed memorandum be forwarded as a preliminary submission
suitable for planning purposes. It 1s assumed that there
will be similar submlsslons from ofher agencies and that
these Inpubs will be used as a basiz for developing a
time-phased plan. Individual projects can then be
considered on a case-by-case basls.

3. Further, it is assumed that a single agency will be
glven the primary responsibility for developing milibtary
and para-military aspects of the basic plan. It is
recommended that this responsibility for both overt and
. ' . covert military opera.tions be assigned the Joint Chiefs of

For th’e Joint Chiefs of Staff:
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‘ Chairman
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